
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2018 

     The last few weeks and months 

have been like a roller coaster ride 

with ups and downs and twists and 

turns, especially around the end of 

August as I mentioned in my last 

newsletter.  I referenced the song 

“The Ride” by 4Him three years 

ago, but it fits so well again: 

“And as you go through highs and  

lows and all that's in between 

the Lord alone is in control 

of this big scream machine. 

This roller coaster ride of life 

lifts you up and lets you down. 

This roller coaster ride of life 

spins you round and round and 

round. 

Heaven knows wherever you go 

I will be right by your side 

on this roller coaster, roller 

coaster ride of life.” 

And then the end of the song says 

“God is faithful.  He’ll be right by 

your side on this roller coaster 

ride.”  And God is faithful.  He 

provided so much encouragement 

on my vacation earlier this month 

from my parents and from many of 

you back in Griswold.  I’ve gotten 

a lot closer to the family of one of 

my coworkers here which has been 

very encouraging, and I just feel a 

renewed sense of commitment to 

this role. 

     Which is good because there are 

still plenty of challenges already 

happening and more that will come.  

Our online donation system has 

been very frustrating, and I get  

 

farther behind every day it seems.  

We have essentially had to put our 

transition to Aplos on hold because 

all of our time is spent just keeping 

up with the normal daily tasks.  And 

I am starting to really think through 

and plan how things will work with 

just Jon and me when Brittany goes 

on maternity leave at the end of 

October.  I have gotten very used to 

her help  

     I had hoped that we would have 

another teammate soon who might 

help cover that gap in November, but 

it’s looking like it will be a few more 

months before he can start.  His name 

is Ross and he is in our Launch 

training right now preparing to come 

work in the financial department.  I 

am very thankful that God provided 

another helper, and it does provide 

hope, even if he’s not coming quite as 

quickly as I would like.  Though we 

do still need even more than just 

Ross, so if any of you know anyone 

who would be interested, send them 

my way!   

     Another song that has been 

helpful to me during this time is 

“You’re Gonna Be Ok” by Brian and 

Jenn Johnson.  The ending says:  

“And when the night is closing in, 

don’t give up and don’t give in, 

this won’t last, it’s not the end, it’s 

not the end, you’re gonna be ok.” 

I know it will be ok because God is 

there, and I am very thankful for His 

faithfulness and for providing 

encouragement in hard times.   
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Financial Report 

 

             Checking Account 
 

Starting Balance                   $15,934.65 

 

Receipts 

   Individuals        $2,670.00 

   Elliott CofC                              $100.00 

   Hikes Point CC                          $50.00 

   Lewis CofC                                $50.00 

 

Expenses 

Benefits 

   100 – Salary                     $1,300.00 

   110 – Medical Insurance         $130.00 

   115 – HSA Contribution           $70.00 

   130 – Social Security              $580.00 

   141 – Roth IRA                       $200.00 

   150 – Housing Allow.             $891.23 

   160 – Utilities                            $78.61                                                         

Office 

   661 – Internet                            $49.99 

Promotion/Rep. 

   740 – Home Office                  $100.00 

 

Ending Balance                    $15,404.82 

 

If you would like to partner with 

me by sending a donation, please 

make your check out to “Team 

Expansion” and mail it to 
 

Teresa Berry 

6017 Wooded Creek Dr. Unit 202 

Louisville, KY  40291 
 

Note: In order for your gift to be 

tax deductible, my name should 

not appear on the check. 
 

Thank you so much! 

 

From our President 
 

Idea: Ask for a Prayer Request 

          Recently, a Team Expansion worker told me that her only regret 

was that 3 years had passed since a church or individual had asked how to 

pray for her work. You can make a difference in the life of your favorite 

Team Expansion workers today. Just ask them how your church can pray 

for them. They might mention something about language learning, or 

perhaps they'll share news of a new believer being persecuted for her 

faith. Either way, you'll likely be able to pray more specifically about 

something that is mission-critical. Of course, our workers need not wait 

for an invitation. The Apostle Paul was very outspoken about his prayer 

needs while serving abroad. (To see just one example, check out 

Colossians 4:3-4.) Let's make it a two-way street. Together in 

partnership, let's determine to advance His Kingdom through prayer and 

action today! 
 

-  Doug Lucas - President, Team Expansion 
 

Prayer Requests / Praises: 
 

 Praise for support of family and friends and for time away  

 For more office help in IT, applications, creative arts, admin, etc.  

 For more financial help to come soon and for time to train  

 For more workers for the harvest 

         *Please let me know how I can pray for you as well 
 

  

 

 

Is this Heaven?  No, it’s Iowa  
 


